X                                                PREFACE.
being my pupil in youth is my teacner in riper years,
I have, in conjunction with'him, and drawing unreservedly
from his writings, endeavoured in the first nine chapters
of this treatise to illustrate and enforce the principles of
this beautiful science. The last chapter, which may be
regarded as an introduction to the application of Quater-
nions to the region beyond that of pure geometry, is due
to Prof. Tait alone. Sir W. Hamilton, on nearly the last
completed page of his last work, indicated Prof. Tait as
eminently fitted to carry on happily and usefully the appli-
cations, mathematical and physical, of Quaternions, and as
likely to become in the science one of the chief successors
!Jj                     of its inventor. With how great justice, the reader of this
{!j!l                   chapter and of Prof. Tait's other writings on the subject
^                   will judge.
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